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cosmopolitan I might become, I hope that my
sympathies would never blind me to the greatness of
the qualities implied in his patriotic devotion. My
cosmopolitanism would rather, I hope, lead me to
appreciate more generously the similar qualities in
his antagonists, and, also, the similar qualities in the
"band of brothers" whom he was proud to lead. I
should be sorry so to admire Nelson as to forget the
sturdy old race of sea dogs who did their duty, and
helped him to do his in a memorable way, some
ninety years ago. I would rather believe than not
that, had Nelson been killed at the Nile, there were
many among his followers who, had the chance come
to them, would have led the Victory at Trafalgar, and
have made England impregnable. " I trust we have
within this realm five hundred good as he " is surely
the more heroic tone. But, to drop the old-fashioned
appeal to patriotic spirit, is it not true that, in every
department of life, it is more congenial to our
generous feelings to remember the existence and
the importance of those who have never won a
general reputation ? This has come to be a common-
place in the sphere of scientific discovery. We find,
over and over again, that the great discoverer has
been all but anticipated by his rivals ; that his fame,
if not his real greatness, depends upon the circum-
stance that he has just anticipated by a year, or,